
  
 
 

 
Giant rainbow lights up the night-time 
sky - and sea - at Whitley Bay 
 
Artist's beams shoot out from St Mary's lighthouse every evening until Sunday 
night; then they're off across the Pennines to give Preston a go 

 
 Woosh! It's quite something off Whitley Bay tonight, and every night 'til 
Sunday. Photograph: Mark Pinder 
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Not many artists need to get permission from air traffic control or the 
local harbourmaster to exhibit their work, but then not many artists 
shine 
columns of light five miles along the North Sea coast. 

The American artist Yvette Mattern is showing Global Rainbow in two 
venues in the north of England and one in Northern Ireland over the 
next few weeks. The work consists of seven parallel beams of high 
specification laser light, in the 'Richard Of York Gave Battle In Vain' 
colours of the rainbow. 

The work got its British premiere in North Tyneside last night, being 
shone southwards from St Mary's Lighthouse at Whitley Bay, on the 
coast to the east of Newcastle. 

Depending on where you were standing, you either saw the rainbow 
spectrum clearly arcing overhead, or, from a different angle, they fused 
together to form a blur of colour, turning into a white arc from further 
off. Although billed as only being visible for the five miles or so of North 
Tyneside's coastline, apparently there were reports of it being seen as far 
as Sunderland, about 15 miles to the south. 

Anybody wanting to see the work in the north east should go 
along to the beach between Whitley Bay and Monkseaton 
between 6pm and midnight between tonight, Thursday 1 
March, and Sunday. Next week the rainbow will shine over 
Preston for four nights from March 8 before helping with the 
St Patrick's Day celebrations in Northern Ireland by being 
beamed along the eastern shore of Strangford Loch from 
the Scrabo Tower near Newtownards for four nights from 
March 17. 



 
 You can see it from all sorts of angles. And kids of all ages will talk 
about ROYGBIV... Photograph: Mark Pinder 

Yvette Mattern is based in New York and Berlin, but is no stranger to 
Tyneside - back in 2005-6 she spent three months as artist-in-residence 
at the Baltic in Gateshead where she developed her project ANALOG, a 
live art and video work that investigated "performance" in early video 
art. It was while she was based at the Baltic that she started to develop 
her interest in working with laser lights, and where she met Ben Ponton 
and Lee Callaghan, who run the Newcastle-based contemporary arts 
production agencyAmino, which has organised the Global 
Rainbow tour. 

North Tyneside council cabinet member Glynis Barrie was quite right 
when she said at the launch: 

What we've seen is just so spectacular - I've Googled and looked at the 
website but it doesn't do justice to what we've seen tonight. 

The combination of parallel lines of multi-coloured light apparently 
curving over the coastline was a delight for all the people who turned out 
to see the opening night. The fact that it was mild and starry and, 
despite Tyneside's light pollution, it was also possible to see Venus and 
Jupiter preceding the half moon down the western sky, with Mars rising 
over the North Sea, was an added bonus - as was the accompanying 
sound of the waves lapping gently on the shore. 

Global Rainbow is part of something called the Cultural Olympiad, a 
series of arts events happening throughout the country in the run-up to 



the Olympic Games, funded by the Arts Council of England, Legacy 
Trust UK and the Olympic Lottery Distributor. According to the Cultural 
Olympiad press release: 

With the installation, the artist intends to encompass geographical and 
social diversity in its reach and to symbolise hope. 

Quite how that was supposed to be achieved was not immediately 
obvious on the coast last night, but everybody I spoke to - people 
walking their dogs on the beach, parents out with their children and arty 
types from Tyneside and beyond - hugely enjoyed the spectacle. 

	


